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Issue Paper No. 6- The Natural, Built & Cultural 

Heritage 

 
 

The Natural, Built & Cultural Heritage in the existing CDP 2012- 2018 (as 

varied)  
 

 

 

The existing Plan aims to conserve, protect and enhance the County’s natural, built 

and cultural heritage for future generations and encourage appreciation, access 

and enjoyment of these resources. The Plan identifies these resources as 

representing the rich and distinctive identity of Donegal and its people and 

recognises their role in relation to culture, society, the environment, tourism and the 

economy.  Therefore, the Plan promotes that the natural, built and cultural heritage 

is to be managed in a sustainable manner. 

 

The existing Plan was the subject of a Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA) to 

determine the potential for significant effects on the 

environment and on Natura 2000 sites and networks, of 

implementing the Plan. The SEA and AA process is particularly 

important in the context of the natural, built and cultural 

heritage as it identifies potential areas of conflict with these valuable resources and 

identifies appropriate and effective methods to mitigate these effects. As a result, 

the existing CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied) consists of an extensive suite of objectives 

and policies designed to ensure protection and safeguards in relation to the natural, 

built and cultural heritage.  

 

In relation to the natural heritage of the County, the Plan addresses designated 

nature conservation sites including Natura 2000 sites (Special Areas of Conservation - 

SAC’s and Special Protection Areas- SPA’s), Natural Heritage Areas (NHA’s), 

designated Shellfish Waters and Freshwater Pearl Mussel SAC’s. The policies of the 

existing Plan are focussed on the protection and safeguarding of the conservation 

status of these sites. In a broader context, the objectives and policies of the existing 

Plan also extend to requiring the protection of ecological networks, the County’s 

coastline as well as particular views, prospects and 

landscapes of scenic quality. In relation to 

landscapes of scenic quality and as a result of the 

SEA process, the existing plan contained an 

objective to prepare a Landscape Character 

Assessment (LCA) in order to provide a framework 

for the identification, assessment, protection, 

Natura 2000 sites (SAC’s & SPA’s)  
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management and planning of the landscape including seascape. To this end, a 

Landscape Character Assessment has been prepared, the content of which has 

been endorsed at a meeting of Donegal County Council in May 2016. The LCA will 

be an important component in the review of landscape and scenic designations 

and have resultant implications for land use policy in the rural areas including rural 

housing and wind energy.  

 

Regarding the built heritage, the existing Plan takes a proactive approach to 

protecting and harnessing the historic built fabric of the County in its many forms 

including streetscapes, collections of buildings, individual buildings, buildings within 

landscapes and the setting of buildings. This is 

implemented through a number of mechanisms 

including the Record of Protected Structures 

(RPS), the National Inventory of Architectural 

Heritage (NIAH), Architectural Conservation 

Areas, Heritage Towns (Ardara, Ballyshannon, 

Moville, Ramelton and Raphoe) and a suite of 

objectives and policies across historic detailing, 

reuse and refurbishment, quality design solutions 

as well street furniture and public space in historic streetscapes and townscapes. In 

total, the Ministerial recommendations identify almost 3000 structures to be added to 

the RPS ranging from country houses, churches and public buildings to vernacular 

houses and farm buildings.  

 

Similarly, the Plan takes a proactive approach to the safeguarding and harnessing 

our archaeological heritage through the implementation of the DECLG’s Historic 

Towns (Ballyshannon, Donegal Town, Killybegs, Lifford, Ramelton) and their 

archaeological zones. In addition, the objectives of the existing Plan extend to the 

protection and enhancement of Archaeological Monuments included on the 

Record of Monuments and Places and, where appropriate, to the character and 

setting of any unrecorded archaeological object or site. 

 

The Cultural Heritage aspect of the existing Plan aims to provide for the integration 

of land use planning with social, community and 

cultural requirements so as to sustainably develop 

cultural assets and social infrastructure in an effort to 

strengthen communities and towns. The relationship 

between land use policy and community 

development has been further reaffirmed through the 

adoption of the Donegal Local Economic & 

Community Plan 2016- 2022. In particular the existing 

Plan guides the location of new social infrastructure and local services to locations 

close to the communities that are to be served. It also sets approaches and 

standards as regards new schools, childcare facilities, health, sport and recreation 

infrastructure and libraries and cultural services.  
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Having the second largest Gaeltacht in the country, the existing Plan recognises the 

cultural distinctiveness of the Donegal Gaeltacht and Islands (6 of which inhabited) 

as a rich resource in relation to the Irish language, the environment, heritage and 

landscape and identifies the particular potential that exists in relation to tourism. The 

language is supported in the existing Plan through the appropriate application of 

Language Impact Assessments and through acknowledgement of the role of 

Gaeltacht towns and villages as potential drivers for 

the surrounding area. This objective is reflected in the 

recent approach of Government to identify, 

develop and promote ‘Gaeltacht Service Centres’ 

and furthermore through the preparation of the 

County Donegal Irish Language Plan and local 

Language Plans.  

 

  
 

The National & Regional Context 
 

 

The Natural, Built & Cultural Heritage extends across a broad range of considerations 

and issues and this is reflected in the national and regional context. The range of 

relevant strategies and guidelines in relation to the natural, built and cultural 

heritage include:  

 

 Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 

2004 (as amended), 

 EU Habitats Directive 

 Water Framework Directive 

 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Guidelines, 2004 

 Landscape and Landscape Assessment Guidelines, 2000 

 European Landscape Convention 2000. 

 Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines, 2004  

 Recommendations of the Minister of the Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht to 

add structures (identified in the NIAH) to the County Donegal Record of 

Protected Structures. 

 Governments 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030. 

 The Provision of Schools and the Planning System - Code of Practice for 

Planning Authorities, 2008  

 Childcare Facilities Guidelines, 2001 (in conjunction with Circular PL3/2016, 

March 2016)  
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What are the types of issues that need consideration?  
 

 

Have Your Say:  The questions below are examples of the types of considerations 

that will be made in reviewing the Natural, Built & Cultural Heritage elements of the 

Plan and may be of use to help you in your thinking around the Natural, Built & 

Cultural Heritage: 

 What are the main pressures on the environment of County Donegal?  

 What policies can be introduced to safeguard and protect the environment?  

 Does the Plan adequately protect the County’s most scenic landscapes? 

 How can the Landscape Character Assessment be used to further refine the 

identification of scenic landscape that should be safeguarded?  

 Should the Plan consider introducing networks of active and passive open 

space in rural area e.g. indicative greenways, walkways, cycleways? 

 Are there additional policies that are needed to safeguard the built and 

archaeological heritage of the County?  

 What is the best approach to adding NIAH buildings to the Record of 

Protected Structures? 

 Should the Plan introduce Architectural Conservation Areas where there is a 

high concentration of RPS/ NIAH structures? 

 Are there gaps in the provision of particular types of community facilities and 

how can the Plan help to alleviate this. 

 What policy should be introduced regarding the provision of childcare 

facilities as part of housing developments? 

 What policy should be introduced regarding the provision of open space as 

part of housing developments? 

 
 

How can you take part in the consultation at this stage? 
 

 

To inform the preparation of the draft County Donegal Development Plan 2018- 

2024, the Council is carrying out a consultation exercise. You can make a submission 

or observation regarding the preparation of the draft Plan in either of the ways set 

out below to be received no later than 5.00pm on Tuesday 9th August 2016. 

Submissions or observations can be made either: 

 By email to donegalcdp@donegalcoco.ie or,  

 By post to: The Central Planning Unit, Donegal County Council, County 

House, Lifford.  

 

There will also be a series of consultation events that will be held at a number of 

venues throughout the County and during which members of staff will be available 

to discuss and explain what the Plan is about. These will be advertised in local press 

and at www.donegalcoco.ie 

mailto:donegalcdp@donegalcoco.ie
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/

